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Classification

Class: 	 Insecta

Order: 	 Diptera

Family: 	 Chironomidae

Subfamily: 	 Tanypodinae

Genus: 	 Ablabesmyia 

Specific name: 	 mala

Common name: 	 midge

Original combination: 	 Tanypus malus Hutton, 1902

Previous combination: 	 Pentaneura (Ablabesmyia) malus 
(Hutton) Freeman, 1959

Distinguishing Features

As a member of the subfamily Tanypodinae, A. mala has the 
following characteristics:

•	 Body colour yellowish, head relatively long (more or less oval in 
shape but narrowing anterior to the eyes), yellowish-brown with 
a dark basal margin; a simple eye on each side of the head  
(Fig. 1); body length up to 11 mm.

•	 Antennae half as long as head, retractile into head capsule (Fig. 2).

•	 Ligula strongly developed with 5 teeth (Fig. 2).

•	 Prothoracic and posterior prolegs long and narrow, anal gills 

pointed (Fig. 3).

Comments

Ablabesmyia mala was not found during the 2010–11 Campbell 
Island Bicentennial Expedition, or by Joy & Death (2000), but was 
reported from Campbell Island by Sublette & Wirth (1980). It is also 

known from New Zealand.

Original Description

Tanypus malus Hutton (1902): No larval description.
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FIGURE 2.	 Tanypodinae head capsule, ventral view 
(illustration from Winterbourn et al. (2006))

FIGURE 3.	 Posterior of a mainland species of Tanypodinae  
(no photographs of Campbell Island species available)

FIGURE 1.	 Head of a mainland species of Tanypodinae  
(no photographs of Campbell Island species available)
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